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Corporal (Cpl) Robert B. Luther, a native Islander, was drafted into the 
Army on June 21, 1969, served six months in Vietnam and died on Moth-
er’s Day, May 10, 1970. 

Bob’s unit, the First Battalion, 5th Mechanized Division, broke out from 
a 43-day siege at Base Fuller, a mountain top camp, called “Hell.” Enemy 
fire pursued them 5 miles down the mountain, hitting a helicopter which 
fell to the ground, killing all six Americans on board and one on the 
ground. Cpl. Luther was struck by the falling aircraft near Khe Go Bridge. 

Cpl. Luther was posthumously awarded the Bronze Star Metal of Merito-
rious Service, Purple Heart, National Defense Service Metal, Vietnamese 
Service and Campaign Medals and Combat Infantry Badge. 

Cpl. Luther was laid to rest at Trinity United Methodist Church, Grand 
Island, New York, May 23, 1970.

Robert B. Luther
October 9, 1948 - May 10, 1970
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96 Years young, Shirley Luther recalls a Mother’s Day 
she would rather forget

BY MICHAEL J. BILLONI
When Shirley Luther and her hus-

band, LaVerne “Bunny,” the Town 
of Grand Island supervisor at the 
time, and their three girls attended 
services at Trinity United Methodist 
Church on Mother’s Day, 1970, they 
offered prayers for their 21-year-old 
son and brother, US. Army Pfc. Rob-
ert B. Luther, who had been sent to 
Vietnam fi ve months earlier.

After arriving back to their apart-
ment in the family’s big white farm-
house at the corner of Baseline and 
Bedell roads and preparing lunch to 
honor mom, Bob’s fi ancé, Ruth Lin-
delow, arrived with one yellow rose 
from Bob for his mother. According 
to Sue Berger, owner of The Flower 
A Day Shop on Grand Island Boule-
vard, a yellow rose signifi es admi-
ration, delight and remembrance. 
Shirley put the rose in a vase and 
placed it on the television set in the 
living room. The front window was 
open because it was a beautiful day.

Suddenly, a gust of wind outdoors 
knocked the vase and rose to the 
fl oor. “I looked at Ruth and said 

something like, ‘I cer-
tainly hope that doesn’t 
signify bad luck’,” Shir-
ley said during a recent 
interview over dinner in 
her home.

The Matriarch of 
Grand Island, who is 
96 years young and 
whose husband, grand-
father, Henry W. Long 
and great-grandfather 
Joaquim Long, were 
all town supervisors, 
served as the secretary 
to the superintendent of 
Grand Island Schools 
for 28 years until she 
retired in 1985. Her 
husband served fi ve 
two-year terms as su-
pervisor and one four-
year term on the Town 
Board.

On the Monday af-
ter Mother’s Day in 
1970, she was seated in 
her offi ce when some-
one came in and said: 
“Mrs. Luther, there is 
a major from the U.S. 
Army walking up the 
sidewalk with your hus-
band.”

“I immediately got up and walked 
into Mrs. (Veronica) Connor’s offi ce 
and they told me to sit down,” she 
related in a hushed voice with her 
eyes watering. “They told us what 
had happened to Bob. That was an 
awful day.  Bunny took it very hard 
because that was his only son. All I 
did was cry.”

The major told the family their 
son could be buried at Arlington 

National Cemetery in Arlington, 
Virginia, but they wanted his re-
mains returned to Grand Island for 
a service at Trinity on May 23, 1970, 
and burial at the family plot in the 
church cemetery on Whitehaven 
Road. The wake service at Kaiser’s 
Funeral Home was three days to ac-
commodate so many people. “That 
was an awful experience,” she said.

Luther was killed at Khe Go 
Bridge in Vietnam. His unit, First 

Battalion, 5th Mecha-
nized Infantry Division, 
broke out from a 43-day 
siege at Base Fuller — 
a mountaintop camp 
they called “Hell,” ex-
hausted and weary and 
fl eeing with the enemy 
in pursuit. As the Amer-
icans made their way 
down a mountain on a 
5-mile dash in 90-de-
gree heat, the North 
Vietnamese enemy 
continued fi ring mor-
tars at them. About 100 
yards from the trucks 
waiting to take them 
to the rear, a helicop-
ter riddled with bullets 
from enemy ground 
fi re crashed among 
them, killing all six 
Americans on board. 
Luther was the lone 
soldier on the ground 
killed.

Awards presented 
posthumously to the 
Luthers by the Army 
were the Bronze Star 
Medal of Meritorious 
Service, the Purple 

Heart, the National Defense Ser-
vice Medal, the Vietnamese Service 
Medal, the Vietnamese Campaign 
Medal and the Combat Infantry 
Badge.

“He was a loving son with great 
potential who was an extremely pa-
triotic young man who is very much 
missed,” his mom said as she paged 
through a scrapbook of memories.

She has the letters he wrote, in-
cluding one while he was in Viet-
nam. “I know why we are here, but I 
wish it were for a different reason,” 
he wrote. “It bothers me to see so 
much death and destruction.”

Luther was engaged to be mar-
ried but was drafted into the Army 
in June 1969. The draft board al-
lowed him to stay home for his sis-
ter’s wedding but he had to depart 
the following day for Fort Dix, New 
Jersey, where he became a member 
of D Company, 1st Battalion, 11th In-
fantry Regiment of the 5th Infantry 
Division. He was sent to Fort Lewis 
in Washington and was supposed 
to go to Germany but orders were 
changed and in December 1969, he 

was sent to Vietnam.
Back then, there were many who 

objected to the war and some were 
draft dodgers. The thought never 
crossed his mind, as he came from 
a family with a rich military history. 
The Henry W. Long and John Schutt 
Jr. sides of his family came to the 
Island in the late 1800s. His grand-
father, Benjamin Kreger, served in 
the Army during World War I and 
his father was in the U.S. Navy dur-
ing World War II.  Even today, two of 
Shirley’s great-grandchildren, Jag-
ger Click, 21 (U.S. Air Force) and 
his brother. William, 18 (U.S. Navy) 
are serving their country.

Bunny and Shirley were longtime 
family friends of the DeGloppers, 
and Grand Island war hero Pfc. 
Charles N. DeGlopper had his lock-
er in Tonawanda High School next 
to Bunny’s.

“I met Bunny when we attended 
Tonawanda High School and I knew 
the DeGlopper family from over 
here on the Island. They had a very 
big farm,” Shirley said. “Bunny’s 
family did not have a lot of money 
back then, so Charles’s mother used 
to pack two sandwiches in his lunch 
bag and one was for Bunny.  

“At the time I was 14 years old and 
I remember Charles as a tall boy but 
one who was shy,” she recalls.  “I do 
believe he would be taken aback by 
all they are doing for him at the me-
morial. On the other hand, I think it 
is a wonderful tribute to him and to 
all of our veteran, especially those 
killed in action.”

During World War II, Shirley said 
her and her girlfriends got caught 
up in the Americana spirit in the 
country and they created a monthly 
8x14-inch newsletter of Island news, 
birthdates, poems and other trea-
surers, which was typed on colored 
paper and mailed to nearly 150 Is-
landers fi ghting for our country in 
World War II. Titled “The Islander,” 
Shirley was the editor, Catherine 
Killian was the typist and Edna 
Schutt, Dorothy Phillips and Ger-
trude Cannon were the writers. The 
headline on its fi rst anniversary, Jan. 
11, 1944, was “We Did It.” The story 
began, “We’ve actually kept going 
one whole year, although when we 
began, we had hoped the war would 
be over by now.”

Cpl. Robert B. Luther in Vietnam. (Luther Family Collection)

Continued on Page 3



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Remove
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
    /AcmeFont
    /AgincourtPlain
    /AlaskanNights
    /AlleycatICG
    /AlleycatICG-Bold
    /AquinasPlain
    /Arial-Black
    /Arial-BoldItalicMT
    /Arial-BoldMT
    /Arial-ItalicMT
    /ArialMT
    /AristocratPlain
    /AvantGarde-Book
    /BalletEngraved
    /Bastion
    /BeckaScriptPlain
    /Bedrock
    /BendalGothicItal
    /BickleyScriptPlain
    /Biorst
    /BlackChancery
    /BlackmoorPlain
    /BluntzPlain
    /BocaRatonICG
    /BocaRatonICG-Solid
    /BodoniExtraBold
    /BodoniSvtyTwoITCTTBold
    /BodoniSvtyTwoITCTTBook
    /BodoniSvtyTwoITCTTBookIta
    /Brody-DTC
    /Brussels
    /CaflischScript-Bold
    /CaflischScript-Regular
    /Caricature
    /ClearfaceGothic-Bold-DTC
    /ClearfaceGothic-ExtraBold-DTC
    /ClearfaceGothic-Regular-DTC
    /Cohesion
    /Coolsville
    /Cooper-Black-DTC
    /Cooper-BlackItalic-DTC
    /Copybook
    /Delavan
    /DomesticText
    /Doughboy
    /EdwardianScriptITC
    /EgyptoHeavy
    /EuphorigenicS
    /FranklinGothic-Condensed
    /FranklinGothic-Roman
    /FreestyleScript
    /FrenchScript
    /Freshet
    /Fulton
    /Futana
    /Futura-Bold
    /Futura-BoldOblique
    /Futura-Book
    /Futura-BookOblique
    /Futura-CondExtraBoldObl
    /Futura-Condensed
    /Futura-CondensedBold
    /Futura-CondensedBoldOblique
    /Futura-CondensedExtraBold
    /Futura-CondensedLight
    /Futura-CondensedLightOblique
    /Futura-CondensedMedium
    /Futura-CondensedOblique
    /Futura-ExtraBold
    /Futura-ExtraBoldOblique
    /Futura-Heavy
    /Futura-HeavyOblique
    /Futura-Light
    /Futura-LightOblique
    /Futura-Medium
    /Futura-MediumItalic
    /Futura-Oblique
    /GadgetRegular
    /Gallant
    /Goudy-Bold-DTC
    /Goudy-Heavyface-DTC
    /Goudy-Light-DTC
    /GoudyCatalogue-Italic-DTC
    /GoudyOldStyle-Regular-DTC
    /GoudyOldStyle-RegularItalic-DTC
    /Hemmert
    /Humanist521BT-Bold
    /Humanist521BT-BoldItalic
    /Humanist521BT-ExtraBold
    /Humanist521BT-Italic
    /Humanist521BT-Roman
    /Humanist521BT-UltraBold
    /Humanist521BT-XtraBoldCondensed
    /Impact
    /ImpactURWConD-Bol
    /ItaliaStd-Bold
    /ItaliaStd-Book
    /ItaliaStd-Medium
    /Jellybean
    /Kidprint
    /LydianMT
    /MarkerFelt-Thin
    /MarkerFelt-Wide
    /Megaton
    /Microbus
    /MuralScript-DTC
    /NobleFont
    /NonceBold
    /NuptialScript
    /OldTowne-DTC
    /Optima-Bold
    /Optima-BoldItalic
    /Optima-ExtraBlack
    /Optima-Italic
    /Optima-Regular
    /PaisleyICG-01
    /PaisleyICG-01Alt
    /PaisleyICG-02
    /PaisleyICG-02Alt
    /ParkAvenue-DTC
    /PeinaudMedium
    /Playmate
    /Rialto
    /RubberStampPlain
    /SentryItal
    /SilvaBold
    /SpumoniLP
    /Steamship
    /Stencil
    /Stunning
    /Swing-Bold
    /Swiss721BT-Black
    /Swiss721BT-BlackCondensed
    /Swiss721BT-BlackItalic
    /Swiss721BT-Roman
    /TextileRegular
    /UniversityRoman-Bold-DTC
    /UniversityRoman-DTC
    /Utopia-Italic
    /Utopia-Regular
    /Utopia-Semibold
    /Utopia-SemiboldItalic
    /VAGRounded-Black
    /VAGRounded-Bold
    /VAGRounded-Light
    /VAGRounded-Thin
    /Valken
    /VinerHandITC
    /Webdings
    /Wingdings
    /ZapfChancery-MediumItalic
    /ZapfDingbats
    /ZapfDingbatsITC
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 220
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 220
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 600
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<


    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e55464e1a65876863768467e5770b548c62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200036002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc666e901a554652d965874ef6768467e5770b548c52175370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200036002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>



    /HUN <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF adatti per visualizzare e stampare documenti aziendali in modo affidabile. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 6.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020be44c988b2c8c2a40020bb38c11cb97c0020c548c815c801c73cb85c0020bcf4ace00020c778c1c4d558b2940020b3700020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200036002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken waarmee zakelijke documenten betrouwbaar kunnen worden weergegeven en afgedrukt. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 6.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>


    /SKY <>

    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents suitable for reliable viewing and printing of business documents.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 6.0 and later.)
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [1200 1200]
  /PageSize [810.000 1206.000]
>> setpagedevice


